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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide a pay television broadcast 
transmission/reception system and decoder capable of 
minimizing damage caused by illicit reception even when 
the state of illicit decoding the contents of a master 
key of one part is generated concerning the 
transmission/reception system for transmitting/ 
receiving the pay television broadcast such as satellite 
broadcast or CATV and its decoder. 

CONSTITUTION: A multiplex part 36 respectively 
multiplex a scramble key Ks, ciphered with a master key 
Kmx as a cyptographic key, to scrambled video and 
sound signals and transmits those signals. A decoder 10 
for pay television broadcast reception reads the master 
key Kmx stored in an IC card 20 with a card reader 13 
and decodes the scramble key Ks by inputting that master 
key to a decoding part 12 as a decode key. Since the 
master key Ks is changed periodically, it is necessary 
to newly purchase the IC card 20 periodically as well. 
The master key Kmx is used commonly for all the 
decoders. 
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